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+ 
‘Disabled 
Persons’  

(Burns & 
Gordon 2010; 
Peel & Posas 

2009) 

‘people with a 
physical 
disability’  

(Church & 
Marson 2003) 

‘people with 
physical 
mobility’  

(Kailes & 
Enders 2007) 

‘wheelchair 
users’ 

 (Bromley et al 
2007; Evcil 

2006) 

‘Special needs’  

(Kailes and 
Enders 2007) 

‘need for 
assistance’ 

 (Australian 
Bureau of 

Statistics 2006) 

‘Disabled 

Persons’  
(Burns & 

Gordon 2010; 

Peel & Posas 

2009) 

‘An umbrella term, covering impairments, 

activity limitations, and participation 

restrictions… reflecting an interaction 

between features of a person’s body and 

features of the society in which he or she 

lives’  
(World Health Organisation 2012) 



+ 
Planning for the Disabled 

 18.5% of Australians have a disability (ABS 2010) 

 South Australia = 23% (2nd highest) 

 40% of over 65’s have a physical disability 

 88% of over 90’s have a physical disability 

 

 Disability Discrimination Act (1992): consideration is given to 

both public and private spaces, as well as employment and 

other areas of participation in today’s society 

 ‘ an inclusive vision compels us to extend human rights to 

every citizen, to set worthy goals and to shape the social 

policies which pursue these goals’ (Walsh 1997, pg 117) 



+ 
Exploring urban accessibility and 

mobility 

A focus on equitable mobility through public spaces 

planning 

barriers mobility 



+ 

Accessibility, Mobility and Disability 



+ Footpaths: Negotiating ‘Topography’ 



+ Accessibility into Buildings:  

‘The Scenic Route’ 

 

 

‘If I had to choose one barrier which 

causes me the most grief, it would 

definitely be doors. In my wheelchair, 

I am at a lower angle and it’s much 

harder to open doors when you’re 

sitting. And often they are so heavy, I 

can’t manage them. I’ve even come 

to a door once, up a ramp to find that 

the entrance was too narrow for my 

wheelchair, because it’s custom 

made you see, it’s a bit wider than 

the average’ (Disabled Interviewee)  



+ 
Transit Options 

 

 ‘If a city is 

accessible, a 

person shouldn’t 

require as much 

funding or 

support’  

(Advocate) 



+ Other Barriers 
‘Vulnerable and at threat to attack and theft’ 



+ 

Other 

Barriers 

Disabled Public 

Toilets 



+ Issues of Social Acceptance 

‘Second Class Citizen’ 

‘Being Noticed Like I’ve Got A Siren On My Head’. 



+ 
Planning 

Process 

 Councils take a 
‘reactive rather than 
proactive approach’ to 
disability planning. 

 

 ‘If you design right 
from the start, it won’t 
cost you more’  

(advocate) 



+ Planning for the Disabled 

‘An Aspirational Aim’ 

 ‘It is an aspirational aim… but it 

would place costs upon public and 

private finances to a degree which is 

considered to be unreasonable by 

common consensus. Unreasonable 

costs would be decided by the 

population as a whole which needs 

to come to an agreement as to what 

price it is prepared to pay in the 

construction of the public and 

private realm and loss of economic 

activity from developments which 

would otherwise go ahead were it 

not for the cost of designing for the 

disabled’ (Planner).  

 



+ Creating an Inclusive Planning 

Approach 

Accessibility to Usability 

 



+ 
Creating an 

Inclusive 

Planning 

Approach 

 

Consultation 

to 

Collaboration 

 



+ Creating an Inclusive Planning 

Approach 


