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“Here we are in paradise...” 

Source: www.domain.com.au 



A Sustainable Solution? 

• What constraints and opportunities does urban 
growth impose on green resources in sea change 
localities? 

• Is sea change development a sustainable solution to 
urban growth in capital cities? 

• In answering these questions, this paper aims to: 

– Identify the impacts of sea change driven urbanisation on 
green resources in a growing coastal landscape 

– Question the notions of sustainable development in sea 
change localities 



Sea Change in Milton-Ulladulla 

 

Aerial photo provided by Shoalhaven City Council, 2009 

Aerial photo provided by Shoalhaven City Council, 2009 



An Urbanising Sea Change Landscape 

• Spatial and temporal processes of transformation 



Impacts on Green Resources 
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Use & Management of Green Spaces 

Local Landscape 

Private spaces Public spaces 

Type Vegetation cover Type Vegetation cover 
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Old 
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Mixed open & 

green spaces 
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Implications for Sea Change Localities 

• Examination of landscape change can be used to 
inform landscape planning & management processes: 

– Understand human-environment interactions 

– Enforce strong statutory planning approaches 

– Apply appropriate land use zoning 

– Proactive and adaptable practices at the local level 

Source: www.smh.com.au 



“Explicit conversations about the role and representation of 
nature within residents’ and managers’ land-use practices 
and ideologies could create opportunities for dialogue 
between residents, planners, and academics about the 
valuation of and preferences for constructing particular 
landscapes, especially in addressing problematic aspects of 
the phenomena of ‘amenity migration’ and ‘sprawl’.” 
(Cadieux 2011, p341) 


