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1. The Wicked Muse: partnering creative practice, local 
community and sustainability 
 
 

 

2. Blue Sky to Nuts and Bolts 
Examples Inovative projects with great outcomes (eg. 
Bronty Catchment project) 
And many good ideas that go missing 
 
Workshop highlighted (1) no consensus on the process 
(2) maybe small is success 

 

3. Speed imperative  
Do we have the time for wayfinding with such small 
returns? Shouldn’t we optimise the effectiveness? 
 
If it where possible to optimise the effectiveness 
about coordinating disciplines and roles 

 

4. How can the ‘wicked muse’ enable us to take the time 
to invest in big ideas that produce small outcomes? 

 

What does creative practice have to offer? 
 

 

5. Muse 
Cultural orientation 
know how to work in and with the mess 
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6. Wicked 
Ambiguous nature of sustainability 

Even though Horst Rittle first defines this term Wicked 
Problems (1972),  
just over a decade before the Bruntland Report defines 
sustainability (1987), 

as "development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs." 

Sustainability in all its ambiguity and because of this 
ambiguity can be characterised as a wicked problem – in its 
ill defined nature, complexity, need for cross community 
engagement and interdisciplinary approaches 

 

7. Muse, Wicked & Wayfinder 
Complex contexts and Continueus engagment 

Problem-Solution 
Continuse engagment 

Constructing knowledge for change 

Consider: Taking the Problem out of the Wicked 
However, the one short fall of the term wicked problem is 
the implication of the word ‘problem’... that implies 
solution... which is (as Rittel knew) problematic 

Consider 
If we take the problem out of the wicked then this 
means there are no longer any solution,  
instead there are complex issues that need to be 
engaged with and that require cultural perspectives to 
enable community engagement 

 

Background: cultural perspectives on complex issues 
There are many contemporary examples of creative 
practices engagement with environmental and 
sustainability issues through what Sullivan (2010) highlights 
as  

‘the development of new programs, partnerships, 
and projects that make use of the unique capacity 
of artists to create and critique phenomena in 
profound ways’ (p.xxii). 

 

8. GroundSwell 
http://thegroundswellproject.com/ 

http://thegroundswellproject.com/
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9. BighART 
http://bighart.org/public/ 

 

10. NoPark – Environmental Health Clinic 
http://www.environmentalhealthclinic.net/ 
 
Natalie Jeremijenko: The art of the eco-mindshift 
http://www.ted.com/talks/natalie_jeremijenko_the_ar
t_of_the_eco_mindshift.html?embed=true 

 

11. Cape Farewell & Climarte 
Climate Change is one such example of a sustainability 
issue that creative practices are engaging with to 
develop contemporary programs, partnerships and 
projects. 

The Cape Farewell project, foundered by artist David 
Buckland, is an international not-for-profit program 
formed in partnership with scientific and cultural 
institutions that aims to ‘instigate a cultural response to 
climate change’. This program is based on the notion 
that the issue of climate change derives from the ‘way 
we choose to live in our urban environment’ from 
which they believe ‘a cultural shift of values could 
stabilise what is potentially a dangerous situation’ and 
thus from this standpoint the organisation pledges to 
be ‘committed to the notion that artists can engage the 
public in this issue, through creative insight and vision’.  

Similarly, Climarte is an Australian not-for-profit 
organisation that develops arts events, forums and 
alliances to ‘inform, engage and inspire action on 
climate change’ with a conviction that ‘the arts can be a 
catalyst for change 

http://bighart.org/public/
http://www.environmentalhealthclinic.net/
http://www.ted.com/talks/natalie_jeremijenko_the_art_of_the_eco_mindshift.html?embed=true
http://www.ted.com/talks/natalie_jeremijenko_the_art_of_the_eco_mindshift.html?embed=true
http://www.capefarewell.com/art.html
http://www.capefarewell.com/climate-science.html
http://www.capefarewell.com/climate-science.html
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Projects in the Snowy Mountains Region that has developed 
cultural perspectives on complex sustainability issues. 
Including, initiatives to increase awareness of the fragility 
and critical importance of biodiversity in our region. 

Projects: engaging with environment and sustainability 
‘Now You See Us’ was an initiative to partner artists with 
conservation organisations. This initiative produced two 
projects that aimed to open up alternatives avenues of 
communication between the public and conservation 
issues. 

12. Photographer Ruth Maddison (Eden based) worked 
closely with botanists to capture images of threatened 
and endangered species of flora in the alpine region. 
Ruth worked closely with Botanic Gardens Herberium in 
Canberra as well as alpine site tours with botanists from 
National Parks and Botanic Gardens. To develop a of 
photographic work which she interpred into composite 
photos. These were presented as large format images 
exhibited in high traffic public areas eg. Perisher and 
Thredbo ski resorts during peak vistion in winter 
Engaged viewers in the realisation that the farnau they 
saw as common where actually threatened 

 

13. ‘Missing’ was a children’s book illustrated by Melinda 
Perrin and written by Jane Carroll (Jindy & Cooma 
based). They worked closely with Kosciuszko National 
Parks to design and develop an educational tool to 
communicate local threatened and endangered species 
of fauna. This told the story of a Gang Gang who visits 
... Aimed at readers 9-12yoa. 500 copies where printed 
and purchased throughout NSW national parks, botanic 
gardens, schools and libraries (high demand). 
In particular for children who attended local book 
readings all displayed animated interest and enlivened 
discussion, bought books to continue the conversation 
at home. 

 

14. Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef 
In addition, public craft projects like Crochet Coral Reef 
by the Institute For Figuring bring a tacit sensibility to 
the climate change debate, giving people a tactile sense 
of the complex geometry of coral and the magnitude of 
what is at stake. This project also brings together public 
action, a ‘female handicraft’ and science in an unlikely 
juxtaposition that has become a worldwide endeavour 
that is discussed as far as from Phillip Adams on Radio 
National’s ‘Late Night Live’ to ‘Stitch and Bitch’ groups 
in rural towns. 

The Kitchen Table Arts Project 
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15. Concept: Infusing 
In blending environmental issues with artistic 
perception  
these creative practitioners are infusing the wicked 
with the muse 
and in doing so are helping us to forge new directions 
and collectively finding our way towards more 
sustainable futures 

 

16. Conversation 
When problems have no solution we all need to engage 
with their complexity through interconnected 
cybernetic loops of engagement, feedback, action, 
imagination, comprehension, creation and 
contemplation... with no summation 

 

17. Don’t Stop engaging 
This means that we are not looking for a one off 
solution, a point where we can stop engaging 
- Ok we have found the answer, ‘to life the universe and 
everything’, so now everyone can go home - 

 

18. Continue: imagining and creating 
Instead we need a continuing engagement that 
becomes part of our culture of living. 
The muse, can infuse this wicked conversation with 
culturally rich meaning to engage communities in 
finding ways towards more sustainable cultures of 
living. 

 

19. Open Source 
Co-Creation 
Community Art 
Co-Design 
Participatory Design 
dreaming, prompting, visualising 
Creative practitioners can engage us in 
imagining sustainable futures 
prompting public debate 
promoting and disseminating information 
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presenting different perspectives 
creative capacity building 
visualising change 
Resilient communities 
Vehicle: Enabling Sustainable Change 

 

20. How can the Wicked Muse Enable us to Take Time? 
to invest in big ideas that produce small outcomes 

 

21. The Answer is 
by supporting cultural systems that maintain an active 
generation of collective thinking 

 

22. Culture of Living 
Create and Re-Create 

 

23. Firstly 
acknowledging the role of creative practice 
supporting and valuing these cultural systems 
open (co-creation/design) projects as effective nodes 
dynamic and resilient outcomes with no clear endpoint 
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24. Secondly 
articulating the methods and theories of creative 
practice 
further understanding and developing creative 
approaches and processes 
and how this fits into a wider context 
of knowledge construction, networks of disciplines and 
roles 

 

25. Thirdly 
exploring how to coordinate this collaboration of 
approaches 
to imagine, generate and effect change 

 

26. The muse can infuse this wicked conversation with 
culturally rich meaning to help engage communities in 
constructing more sustainable cultures of living 

Punkt 

 


