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August, 2013 the Major Cities Unit produced 

their 4th State of Australian Cities Report.   

Australia’s eighteen largest cities 
 sixteen cities with a population in excess of 100 000 

 plus Albury-Wodonga and Launceston  

 There is capacity, and need, to further 

modify this definition of “major cities”. 
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Source: Commonwealth of Australia (2011, 6) 



Attempts to rank cities in terms of 

sustainability are a logical extension of 

sustainability indicator projects in individual 

cities and the attempts to compare various 

ecological footprints of individual cities.  

Comparative urban sustainability projects 

develop a set of indicators that are deemed 

applicable to a number of different cities 

and are capable of being measured 

consistently for all cities in the study. 

4 Phil McManus   SOAC 2013 



Mercer’s (2010) global scale approach 

measuring 221 cities with New York City as a 

baseline of 100. 

Used six non-weighted criteria 

 water availability  

 water potability  

 waste removal  

 sewage  

 air pollution 

 traffic congestion. 
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 The 20 largest cities in Australia were ranked using 15 non-
weighted criteria,  
 air quality  

 ecological footprint  

 green buildings  

 water 

 biodiversity  

 health  

 density  

 wellbeing  

 transport  

 employment  

 climate change readiness  

 education  

 food production  

 public participation 

 household debt.  
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Our Cities, Our Future, 2011, p.49 

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/publications/

coastline/climate-change-risks-to-coastal.aspx 
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Australian Government, 2011, p.15 



http://www.smh.com.au/news/environment/global-

warming/sealevel-rise-threat-to-

coast/2008/10/28/1224956039688.html 

 



http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/rising-

sea-levels-will-swamp-parts-of-sydney-20101215-18yak.html 

“Sydney suburbs facing significant 

danger of inundation, even with 

limited rises, include Caringbah, 

Kurnell, Cromer and Manly Vale. 

Significant parts of Newcastle and 

the central coast are also 

potentially in harm's way. 

 

 

 

And the problems associated 

with rising sea levels are not 

limited to coastal areas. 

Flooding could occur along the 

Parramatta River, threatening 

homes and infrastructure around 

Homebush Bay, Newington and 

Silverwater.” 

 Tom Arup, Dec. 16, 2010 

 

 



 Increasing resilience is not the same as increasing 
sustainability.   

 NSW Government (2013) release of the Draft 
Metropolitan Strategy for Sydney to 2031 
 The term “sustainability” has been replaced by phrases 

such as “balanced growth” and a “healthy and resilient 
environment”.   

 The promotion of a “healthy and resilient environment” 
in the absence of any overt notion of sustainability 
results in a focus on adaptation to improve the 
environment in our cities. 
 Making our urban areas less vulnerable to the impacts of climate 

change does not require us to think as global citizens. 

 It does not encourage the mitigation of climate change and 
other negative environmental impacts.   

 It is a self-centred approach that requires greater adaptation in 
other urban areas, generally in less developed countries where 
there is less capacity to do so.  
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 “sustainability indicators are distinguished 
from other indicators by their need to 
measure the ability of a system to adapt to 
change and to function over a long time 
span.” Milman and Short (2008, 759) 

 A “useful measure of sustainability should 
not only describe the state of the system but 
provide an early warning of problems” 
(Milman and Short, 2008, 759). 

 “sustainability indicators should be leading 
indicators that account for the resilience of 
the system” (Milman and Short, 2008, 759).   
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Source: Commonwealth of Australia (2011, 18) 
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 To accept the partnership of government and 

major non-governmental organisations to 

work together to develop comparative urban 

metrics for Australia’s largest cities. 

 To extend the definition of “major cities” in 

Australia.  

 To generate indicators that promote 

localized action. 

 To link future funding to performance in 

addressing the issues identified by the 

comparative indicator research. 
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 Comparative ranking is a means to an end - to reduce 
vulnerability and improve the resilience of Australia’s 
largest cities.   

 This work should not be conflated with sustainability, 
which is more encompassing than making Australian 
cities more resilient in the face of adversity.  

 One step that builds on innovative work by 
environmental organisations, and by the Major Cities 
Unit, is the development of comparative urban 
sustainability metrics for Australian cities.   

 These metrics will contribute to sustainable cities in 
Australia and can assist the contribution made by 
Australian cities to sustainable development.   

 Comparative urban metrics, if done well, can be very 
efficacious in promoting resilience and enhancing 
sustainability. 
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http://arwafreelance.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/polyp_cartoon_economic_growth_ecology.jpg 


